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To rise, you must first awake.

Acknowledge our responsibility 
to leave this place in a better state, 
to protect the vulnerable 
and transform their fate.

We rise up for these children, 
not to lament the past, 
but to alter a future unwritten.

We rise up for their guardians, 
their friends, 
grannies and grandads, 
brothers and sisters, 
their aunties and uncles, 
pets and teachers, 
their communities 
and their dreams.

We invite you to rise up too
a collective power for change, 
a unified voice that can't be ignored. 

Do it for the youth and kin, 
but also do it 
for the child within.

—Bressie


